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PURPOSE: To provide possibility of early detection of abnormal 
reformers . 
group and secure stable operation of a fuel cell by taking up a 
reformed 

gas supplied to a fuel electrode partially and passing this to a- 
small 

sized fuel cell and monitoring produced open circuit voltage all the 
time. 

CONSTITUTION: A reformed gas obtained from a reformer (2) is led to a 
fuel 

electrode side within a fuel cell body (3) through a reformed gas 
supplying 

line (a) as an anode supplying gas. At the same time, a reformed 
gas 

by-pass line (b) is taken out and a small sized fuel cell (1) 
(hereinafter, 

referred to as 'single cell for detection') consisting of a single cell 
for 

detection is connected thereto. A cathode material gas is guided to 
the 

cathode of the detecting single cell (1) by a by-pass line (e) 
provided 

downstream from a supplying pump (7) . An open circuit voltage 
produced at 

the detecting single cell (1) is measured and recorded all the time 
and 

continuously by a voltmeter (6) . 
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